
February 17, 2014      7:00 P.M. 

JONES COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

REGULAR MEETING 

JONES COUNTY OFFICE COMPLEX – COMMISSIONERS’ ROOM 

MINUTES 

 
COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:   OFFICIALS PRESENT: 

Mike Haddock, Chairman    Franky J. Howard, County Manager 
Sondra Ipock-Riggs, Vice-Chairman   Jennifer King, Clerk to the Board                       
Joe Wiggins, Commissioner                                       Melissa Moore-Freeman, Finance Officer                      
Frank Emory, Commissioner                
Zack Koonce, III, Commissioner    
 
The Chairman called the meeting to order and Frank Emory gave the invocation.  A MOTION 
was made by Frank Emory, seconded by Joe Wiggins, and carried THAT the agenda be 
approved with the following additions: 
 
8.  RESOLUTION – BOARD OF EQUALIZATION AND REVIEW  

9.  CLOSED SESSION UNDER NCGS 143-318.11 (a)(6) 

 

Sondra Ipock-Riggs OPPOSED. 
 
MOTION made by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, seconded by Frank Emory, and unanimously carried 
THAT the minutes February 3, 2014, and February 10, 2014, be approved.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: 

Richard Meyer asked questions about Social Services and the Health Department.  He 
asked if there had been a new Health Director hired and was told we currently have an 
Interim Health Director.  He asked if Mrs. Ipock-Riggs cared to comment on the audit 
report and funds being transferred to the General Fund.  He asked if there was an audit 
performed and Mrs. Ipock-Riggs stated that everything we do is audited.  He then asked 
about the shut down of the Health Department.  At that time Mr. Howard explained that 
the public comment period is for comments only and not discussion and explained that 
the Board of Health could answer Health Department questions.  

 
1. PROCLAMATION – AMERICAN RED CROSS MONTH      

 MOTION made by Joe Wiggins, seconded by Zack Koonce, and unanimously carried 
THAT the American Red Cross Month Proclamation be approved, a copy of which is 
marked Exhibit A and is hereby incorporated by reference and made a part of these 
minutes.  
 

2.  RESOLUTION – NORTH CAROLINA’S EASTERN REGION  

MOTION made by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, seconded by Joe Wiggins and unanimously 
carried THAT the Resolution of the County Commissioners of Jones County for the 
North Carolina’s Eastern Region Development Commission Loan, in the amount of 



$576,923.08 be approved.  A copy of the resolution is marked Exhibit B and is hereby 
incorporated by reference and made a part of these minutes.  
 

3.  BUDGET AMENDMENTS 12 AND 13  

MOTION made by Joe Wiggins, seconded by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, and unanimously 
carried THAT Budget  Amendments 12 and 13 be approved, a copy of which is marked 
Exhibit C and is hereby incorporated by reference and made a part of these minutes.  
 

4.  JONES COUNTY CTP STEERING COMMITTEE   

Mr. Howard discussed the need for the creation of a CTP Steering Committee for Jones 
County.  This committee would work with the Department of Transportation to ensure 
improvements to Jones County's roads are appropriately focused.  Mr. Howard presented 
recommendations for representation on this board.  There was some discussion about 
appropriate board appointments..   
 
MOTION made by Zack Koonce, seconded by Frank Emory, and unanimously carried 
THAT this item be TABLED.  
   

5.  BOARD APPOINTMENTS – BOARD OF HEALTH    

MOTION made by Frank Emory, seconded by Joe Wiggins, and unanimously carried 
THAT the following members be reappointed to the Jones County Board of Health for a 
three-year term to expire February 16, 2017: 
 

Beth Meadows 
John Eddy 

Whitney Mitchell 
 
6.  BOARD APPOINTMENTS – JONES COUNTY NURSING AND ADULT CARE 

HOME COMMUNITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE   

MOTION made by Joe Wiggins, seconded by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, and unanimously 
carried THAT the following members be reappointed to the Jones County Nursing and 
Adult Care Home Community Advisory Committee for a three-year term to expire 
February 16, 2017: 
 

Walter Robinson 
Kenneth Dillahunt 

          
7.  AUTOMATIC METER READING PROJECT – PAY REQUEST NUMBER 5   

MOTION made by Joe Wiggins, seconded by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, and unanimously 
carried THAT Pay Request Number 5 for the Automatic Meter Reading Project be 
approved for payment in the amount of $74,696.50 using Automatic Meter Reading 
Project Funds.   
 

8.  RESOLUTION – BOARD OF EQUALIZATION AND REVIEW  

MOTION made by Joe Wiggins, seconded by Frank Emory, and carried THAT the 
Resolution by the Jones County Commissioners to establish, appoint and authorize the 



Jones County Board of Equalization and Review be approved.  A copy of the resolution 
is marked Exhibit D and is hereby incorporated by reference and made a part of these 
minutes.  Sondra Ipock-Riggs OPPOSED. 

 
COUNTY MANAGER’S REPORT 

Mr. Howard explained that there is a mandatory training for all Tax Office staff on 
February 26, 2014, and that the office will need to be closed for this training.  The Board 
approved the closing of the department for the duration of this training (approximately 
four-hours). 
 
Mr. Howard explained that dates need to be set for the Board of Equalization and 
Review.  MOTION made by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, seconded by Joe Wiggins, and 
unanimously carried THAT the following dates be approved for the Board of 
Equalization and Review meetings: 
 

April 7, 2014 at 8:30 a.m. (during the regular commissioners’ meeting) 

April 14, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. 
April 21, 2014, at 7:00 p.m. 

May 5, 2014 at 8:30 a.m. (during the regular commissioners’ meeting) 

 

There was some discussion about having Melissa Moore-Freeman, Finance Officer, serve 
on the Economic Development Commission Board.  MOTION made by Zack Koonce, 
seconded by Frank Emory, and unanimously carried THAT Melissa Moore-Freeman be 
appointed to the EDC Board.  This term has no expiration.  
 

COMMISSIONER’S REPORTS 

 Sondra Ipock-Riggs- 

Mrs. Ipock Riggs would like for a letter to be issued to the Department of Transportation 
about them using contract personnel for the snow.  Mrs. Ipock-Riggs stated that if we 
have another flood, like in 1999, then no one will be able to get here and we need to 
contact the governor.  

 
 Frank Emory- 

Mr. Emory stated that the Department of Transportation did a great job during the snow 
and Mr. Wiggins suggested sending them a letter of recognition.  MOTION made by 
Zack Koonce, seconded by Joe Wiggins, and unanimously carried THAT a letter of 
recognition be sent to the Department of Transportation regarding the outstanding job 
they did during the snow. 

 
Zack Koonce- 

Mr. Koonce requested to know if there were any funds available to clean out the rivers in 
the county.  Mr. Howard stated there were no funds available that he was aware of but he 
would check into this matter.   
 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

E.J. Collins, citizen, asked where the $174,000 from the $5 license plates fees is going.  
Mr. Howard explained that these funds were restricted by the state for economic 



development purposes.  Mr. Collins asked if a vehicle had been bought for the Senior 
Center yet and was told that options are being explored for a vehicle.  Mr. Collins asked 
about the tobacco buyout program and Mrs. Ipock-Riggs had a brief discussion with him 
concerning the program.   

 
9. CLOSED SESSION UNDER NCGS 143-318.11(a)(6) 

MOTION made by Joe Wiggins, seconded by Zack Koonce, and unanimously carried 
THAT the Board go into closed session under NCGS 143-318.11(a)(6). 
 
MOTION made by Joe Wiggins, seconded by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, and unanimously 
carried THAT the meeting be adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 
 

 
___________________________  ______________________________ 
Mike Haddock     Jennifer King 
Chairman     Clerk to the Board 
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